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Reports Anawor bo Periodic Intelligence Questiozmei re* MIS Sep-Oct 1945. 


Question nSSR'^lls 


Has there been discussion of holding new eleetions 
and of liberalization, of election procedure? 


‘■j Answer #11* in P/VP s report on tie coze titution of ttie .USSR on 1 Novaaber : 
1945. P/i? trerted of the Sortat elect! m system and aho.'ired that a general. ^ 
'free, .^direct, and secret vote in the Soviet Union is only a fiotlan. as i 
the list of candida^»s comes from iiie only party allowed in -iiie" USSR^ fSe _ 
, Comaiunist Pair^. in conjunction with, asspdatiQns associated with and eon-^'j' 
trolled, by it. Thus no one can bo elected who not been suggested or I 
approved .by lixe Party. 




33ie rum election of delegates to the higiv^st council of the USSR 
is to take place in February 1946. 

- DierQ has been no talk of any ..plen on the part of the Soviet 
govenim^i 'to make,, euy dihnges in the eleotiouf system as it is set down in' 
cthe oon^ltution. Nor have there been any such indications. .^.In his speedk 
' of 6 .No^mber.^ 1945. r^Uolotov praised and emphasitsd the advan^ges of Soviet 
demberacy. ssylng tdiat. "in contrast to parllammtary d^ocraoles. the Soviet.^ 
'^demooraty is the caaly true democraby". In reference to-the com^^ election 
tp^.ii^i' highest SovlS|i of the U. S*S.R«.M61otoy said: "Zbe Bolshe^st Party 

together with Targe ^circles of persons idio do not beltnig to the' Party Is \ 
looking:- forward to these elebticns, whi.di wiJLl be seen as an important , j 
manifestation of Soviet .^democracy, s^ a s'' an additional and powerful naans i 
for amihasizlng the uniity of our peoples and the further.;..oon8olidation of j 
the Soviet state" P _ j 

J,lhus ih this ' spee<h tob there'' is ho’' indicatibn that; th^ Soviet 
^ver.nnen'b has any intention of departing from ''the present system. 
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